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Autocracy  in India  no  doubt   has  its  defects, but over twenty years5 experience of India has convinced me that autocracy practised by men on the spot, closely familiar with the problems which confront them, exhibits advantages over autocracy ruling at the India Office and guided by men but few of whom have any personal knowledge of India and its peoples.   In. the case of the Finance Department, the absence of a senior experienced Anglo-Indian Official from the Finance Committee of  the   Secretary   of   State for India's Council has synchronized with a period of currency and financial management that, from the point of view of India, can only be described as unsatisfactory in the extreme.   India's monetary reserves and Treasury Balances have been raided in a way, and to an extent, unheard of during the whole history  of  Britain's  connexion with   her  great Eastern   Dependency.   The   consequences    have been a blow to Britain's reputation for fair play in matters financial, the effects of which it will take some time and care to remove.   Whether these mishaps would have been avoided had the Finance Committee   included   an   experienced   Anglo-Indian Civilian and a Bombay or Calcutta Banker it is impossible to say.   Certainly the currency and   financial   management   could   hardly   have been more unsatisfactory.